Kenneth Warner Proffitt
May 27, 1930 - April 19, 2020

Kenneth Warner (Snook) Proffitt, 89 of Blue Ridge, Virginia departed this life for heaven
on Sunday, April 19, 2020. Ken was born in Buchanan, Virginia on May 27, 1930 to Merle
Elizabeth Sloan and Wilber Barker Proffitt. Ken is preceded in death by four siblings, Bill
Proffitt, Marie Proffitt, Claude Proffitt and Jean Proffitt Spangler. Left to cherish his memory
are his wife of sixty-three years, Jean Begtrup Proffitt, four daughters and their spouses,
Linda and Tim Hullett, Diane and Toney Smith, Penny and Eric Metz and Sandy and
Danny Hart. Ken has twelve grandchildren and nine great grandchildren. Also surviving
are three siblings, Bernie Proffitt of Totowa, NJ, Barbara Proffitt Hill of Buchanan and
Bonnie Proffitt of Lexington, VA. He also leaves many “like” family, nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends to cherish his memory. Ken joined the Army and served in Korea,
1951-1952. He met the love of his life on April 12, 1956 and they were married on January
25, 1957 in Wayne, New Jersey. They moved to Virginia in 1972 where Ken worked for
and retired from Estes Express in 1994. He then worked for Paul Bunyan’s Tree Service
until 2011. Ken was active in the Buchanan Virginia Veteran community. He was a nearly
25 year Comrade in the Veterans of Foreign Wars joining on Veterans Day, 11/11/1995, as
a Life Member of Veterans of Wars Post 5895 serving in several Officer positions in the
VFW to include Vice Commander and Trustee. Ken was also a 20 year member of
American Legion Post 93. He had also donated over 30 gallons of blood to the American
Red Cross. Ken and Jean enjoyed volunteering at the Rescue Mission and loved to travel.
They have been to all 50 states. Papa Ken loved his family so much and loved to spend
time with them and his friends. He loved to talk and didn’t really meet a stranger. He will
be sorely missed by so many. The family wishes to thank the staff at VAMC and everyone
who has reached out to us all at this time. A memorial will be planned at a later date.
Online condolences may be made at www.botetourtfuneralhome.com or 540-254-3000

Comments

“

I will miss you forever, my sweet Daddy. I cannot wait to see you again. Fly high
Daddy.

Penny Metz - April 26 at 06:06 PM

“

Rita Paxton lit a candle in memory of Kenneth Warner Proffitt

Rita Paxton - April 23 at 04:21 PM

“

Paul And Gina Boggess lit a candle in memory of Kenneth Warner Proffitt

Paul and Gina Boggess - April 22 at 10:46 AM

“

I am deeply saddened at Ken's passing. I had the honor of getting to know him
through our mutual membership in the Buchanan American Legion and VFW posts.
He was a faithful member, rarely missing a meeting. He would relate interesting
experiences of his service in Korea, but always downplayed the significance of his
service. He was always friendly, kind and supportive. He clearly loved his family,
community and country. I will greatly miss him.
Charlie Alphin

Charles Alphin - April 22 at 05:32 AM

“

My prayers are with each and every member of this sweet family. You share a special
closeness and bond that death can't break. He's watching over you all. I pray comfort and
peace for each of you. May the special times and memories you hold close give you
comfort. I'm so very sorry for your loss.
Crystal Lovejoy - April 22 at 08:24 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Kenneth Warner
Proffitt.

April 21 at 07:54 PM

“

I'm so sorry to hear of Uncle Ken's passing. Thinking of you all. XO
Joanne Begtrup Henning

Joanne M Henning - April 21 at 06:56 PM

“

So sorry for you and your families loss . Thoughts and prayers are with you during
this difficult time .
Tom and Lori Begtrup

lori begtrup - April 21 at 06:19 PM

“

My sincere sympathies to the family of this wonderful man. Hearing Holly talk about
him makes me feel the loss of never having been lucky enough to know him.

Connie Cox - April 21 at 06:13 PM

“

I remember all the good times my mom and E.B. would have when they all got
together on Sat. Nights and go dancing in Vinton. I went a couple times with all of
them. Such a kind man. Love to all and continued prayers.

Debra Evans - April 21 at 03:41 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you all during this sad time. Kathleen and Patricia
Gray

Patricia. Gray - April 21 at 02:50 PM

“

Very sorry to hear of Kens passing, my condolences to his wife and family, may he
rest in peace.
Ray "Tom" Begtrup

Ray Begtrup - April 21 at 02:48 PM

“

I didn't know Ken personally but had seen him sometimes at North Star. I recall his
smile and overall positive attitude towards everyone.
It grieves my heart for the loss, his family, those closest to him and the community of
Botetourt must now endure. Ken was a great man. Someone I'm proud to call
comrade.
God bless you and your family. May all the precious happy memories be of comfort
to you while God rests his hand upon you.

Tammy Fleming (Post 93) - April 21 at 02:45 PM

“

I remember Ken, or as my grandmother referred to him as Snook' would come over
to visit and talk often in the summers when Id be visiting her. He would tell many
stories about the war and the army. I would listen as he and Miss Jean would
reminisce about past times and people they both knew. I remember him wearing a
red hat and driving a maroon truck. Last time I saw him was at my grandmothers
funeral last year. Our condolences to our family who are feeling deep pain of loss
and suffering. Our prayers are with and for you. Glad for his life long lived. Clinton &
Valerie Bauman, Toronto, Ontario

Clinton Bauman - April 21 at 02:27 PM

“

I have known Snooky since he lived with my parents in NJ. I am sorry to hear of his
passing. My thoughts and prayers to his family

John F Berry, Jr - April 21 at 12:32 PM

“

I'm sorry I never Mr Ken Profitt I pray that he was saved and Got to into the Kingdom
of God. My condolences to his family and I ask that God please comfort them for
there lost and know that they will see him again in Heaven. Chris Millington

Chris Millington - April 21 at 11:05 AM

“

Ken was one of the first members of the VFW to welcome me to Post 5895. He was
a great American and will be missed by many. God bless him and his family. Matt
Haag

Matthew Haag - April 21 at 10:50 AM

“

I have known Ken, Snooky, as I called him, since I was a baby. He was always so
sweet to all of my family. I remember him telling us jokes just to get us to laugh. I
loved seeing him on occasion at North Star. He will be missed.

Vickie Vines - April 21 at 10:37 AM

“

My condolence to the family, Ken will be missed. I wish I would have had known Ken
sooner, I enjoyed the talks we had, as a fellow Legionnaire he exemplified what the
American Legion is all about. All though a quit man his actions spoke volumes.
He will be missed by all.
John Loan Commander Post 93

John Loan - April 21 at 09:52 AM

“

The men and women of VFW Post 5895 and Legion Post 93 are saddened by Ken's
departure from our ranks.
Sarah and I were blessed to know Ken - a true American Hero and combat veteran
dedicated to his family and his country. May God bless the family during this time of
great loss.

Frank-n-Sarah Ware - April 21 at 08:58 AM

“

Cynthia Lester lit a candle in memory of Kenneth Warner Proffitt

Cynthia Lester - April 21 at 06:27 AM

